The Bloody Assize
enveloped in a thick mist. The bridge was only guarded
by a few outposts who fled at a volley from the Duke's van-
guard. The main guard then retired to the militia camp
which was on the eastern side of Bridport. The town, as
by a miracle, had fallen into the hands of the rebels, and the
militia went out of it at the eastern gate leaving their
horses cantering about in the streets.
The distance through the town to the eastern bridge is
over half a mile, and Colonel Vernier advanced towards the
enemy, sending word to Lord Grey to bring up his horse in
support. There was some firing from the windows of the
Bull Inn, where the militia officers had their mess, and the
doors were broken open and several lives lost in the attack,
Colonel Venner being wounded by being shot in the belly.
However, they pressed on to the Dorchester end of the
town, where the militia officers had persuaded their men to
make a stand at the bridge. Monmouth's foot fired a volley
which the militia returned and killed two men. At this Lord
Grey and his cavalry turned tail and bolted through the
city and never drew rein until they reached Lyme, where
they reported that Colonel Wade was defeated and their
little army was destroyed.
Colonel Venner, badly wounded, was now in command,
and would not make any further attack on the eastern bridge
and ordered a retreat. He then mounted his horse and
followed Lord Grey. Wade, however, was made of better
stuff. He drew off his forces to the western bridge and,
having set an ambush of musqueteers, awaited the militia
attack. They, however, only reoccupied the centre of the
town, and contented themselves with shouting challenges to
Monmouth's men out of range, who shouted back defiance
from their station on the bridge.
In this absurd way the Battle of Bridport fizzled out.
Colonel Wade drew off his men in good order, taking with
him a dozen prisoners and some thirty horses. The Duke
and his horse who, on Grey's arrival, had ridden out to
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